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Dear student applicants,  

Welcome to your AFS Faces of America study abroad scholarship application 
guide!  

We strongly recommend that you review this guide with your parents and/or your 
sponsoring organization advisors before you start your application and reference it 
throughout the application process, as needed. We have created this guide to make the 
application process easier for you.  

To apply for the AFS Faces of America study abroad scholarship program you must 
complete an online application, interview, and Participation Agreement. We will explain 
each step of the application in detail.  

1.​HOW TO START: CREATE YOUR AFS ACCOUNT  
 

●​ Create your AFS account HERE. 
 

○​ You should use your personal email address to sign up rather than a 
school email.   

○​ You MUST sign up with your full legal name as it appears on your birth 
certificate.    

○​ Each applicant can only have one AFS account, which could be 
associated with multiple applications over time if needed. Do not start 
multiple accounts with different emails! 

○​ Parents are only able to access the application with the applicant’s 
log-in information. We encourage you to share your login credentials 
with your parents and/or sponsoring organization advisors, so that they 
can assist you with the application process and access the program 
resources. 

○​ *Important note: As a Faces of America scholarship recipient, you are 
NOT required to pay a program deposit. However, a program deposit 
“task” may still appear on your AFS Dashboard. It will be marked 
completed by AFS staff and no action needs to be taken on your part.  
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https://application.afs.org/usa/s/applynowregister?_ga=2.231308383.1393404411.1610398642-999737291.1560871813


The sign-up page looks like this: 

 

2.​COMPLETE YOUR ONLINE APPLICATION 

AFS-USA's study abroad online application consists of two main parts: GET STARTED 
and NEXT STEPS. You must fill out these two parts in full for your online application to 
be completed. Below you will see what sections these two parts include. 

GET STARTED  
 

o​ SELECT A PROGRAM  
o​ PERSONAL DETAILS   
o​ ABOUT YOU  
o​ CONFIRM ACCURACY OF INITIAL DATA SUBMISSION  

 

After you complete the GET STARTED portion of the application, you will move onto 
NEXT STEPS.  
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NEXT STEPS 

●​ CHOOSE TOP PROGRAM CHOICE  
  
When a program is selected, saved, and continued, you will be prompted to complete 
new tasks on your AFS Dashboard.  
  
List of To Do items #1:  

●​ COMPLETE YOUR PROFILE  
●​ INTRODUCE YOURSELF  
●​ COMPLETE ESSAY QUESTIONS  
●​ PARENT OR GUARDIAN STATEMENT AND FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 

FORM  
●​ FACES OF AMERICA SCHOLARSHIP ESSAY  
 

When the above tasks are completed, reviewed by staff and approved, your program 
specialist will move you to the next and final stage of your application. New tasks will 
appear as shown below.  
 
List of To Do items #2:  

●​ ENTER YOUR HEALTH INFORMATION  
●​ SUBMIT YOUR HEALTH CERTIFICATE  
●​ COMPLETE YOUR PASSPORT INFORMATION  

 

 
GET STARTED 

 
●​ SELECT A PROGRAM  
 

In this step you are asked to select a study abroad program you are applying for, as well 
as, as two alternative program options. To select your first program choice, choose 
the program that was previously agreed upon with your sponsoring organization. 
Do so by choosing the program from a drop-down menu. You can search for the 
program by destination, duration, and program title. All active programs will be listed. If 
you cannot find the program you are looking for, it means the program/country is 
currently not being offered. In this case you are advised to reach out to your sponsoring 
organization advisors for assistance.  
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To find the program, you must click on an arrow in any or all the drop-down menus. This 
will open a search field and a list of the available countries/programs. You can scroll 
down the list or enter the name of the country in the search tab. There might be more 
than one program offered in your chosen country. If so, all available programs will come 
up as options. To select the correct program, you then must check the box in the 
program window. This action will mark the program “selected”.  
 
Additionally, it is mandatory that you select your second and third program choices in 
the drop-down menu at the bottom of the page to move forward.  
 
Click the “Save and continue” button at the bottom of the page to move to the next 
section.  

  

  
  

●​ PERSONAL DETAILS  
 
This information helps us create an applicant profile and automatically calculate your 
program eligibility based on date of birth, graduation date, GPA criteria, and in some 
cases medical conditions. If you enter inaccurate information, the system may flag you 
as ineligible for the program.   
  
Here, you are asked to enter the following personal details:  

●​ Home Address  
●​ Phone  
●​ Date of Birth   
●​ Gender Identification   
●​ Citizenship  
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●​ About Parents  
○​ Each parent must have a unique email address. You cannot enter the 

same email address for any of your parents/legal guardians. You 
cannot use your own personal email for your parents either.    

○​ You must list all your legal guardians regardless of whether they live in 
the same household with you.  

○​ You must check any boxes that apply to indicate whether you live in 
the same household with each person listed and whether they are your 
legal guardians.   

○​ To list more than one parent/legal guardian on your application, click 
on the blue “Add another parent/legal guardian” button.  

 

 
 
 

●​ Education   
○​ Your GPA and graduation date is used to assess the eligibility for the 

program based on its criteria.    
○​ Graduation date refers to a graduation from high school, and NOT to 

your graduation from the current grade.   

6 



○​ If you do not enter your GPA, the system will automatically flag you as 
ineligible for a selected program. Therefore, it is extremely important 
that you enter your GPA.  

 
 

●​ Health and Lifestyle 
 

  
 
If you have answered “yes” to any of the questions in the Health and Lifestyle section, 
you will be asked to provide more information.  
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●​ ABOUT YOU  
 
This section is an opportunity for you to tell us about your motivations to study abroad 
and why you would be a good candidate for an AFS program. Some questions are in 
the form of multiple-choice answers, and some are in the form of a paragraph. You must 
answer the following questions:  

●​ What is your motivation to study abroad?  
●​ What are your personal goals for your time abroad?  
●​ How would your friends and family describe you?  
●​ Please tell us more about yourself such as hobbies or activities you enjoy. 

What makes you, YOU?  
●​ What is your experience with AFS, other exchange programs, and travel in 

general?  
●​ Would your family be interested in hosting an AFS student?  
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●​ CONFIRM ACCURACY OF INITIAL DATA SUBMISSION  

 
After you have completed the initial information, you will be asked to confirm the 
accuracy of the data entered by clicking on the message as shown below.   
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At this time, you can either go back to confirm your data is entered correctly or click 
“YES” to confirm the initial application data submission, after which you will move to 
NEXT STEPS part of the application.  
 
 
 

NEXT STEPS 
 
NEXT STEPS covers a major part of your application. It consists of several tasks on 
your To Do list split in two parts.  
 
Your first step in this stage is to confirm your top program choice as shown below. 
Remember to select the program that was previously agreed upon with your sponsoring 
organization. 
 

●​ CHOOSE TOP PROGRAM CHOICE  

  
  
When a program is selected, saved, and continued, you will be prompted to complete 
new tasks on your Dashboard as shown in a sample below.  
​  
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​
 

●​ Each task on your To Do list has a due date to help keep you on track.  
o​ Note that due dates in the photo above are just a sample. Your due dates 

will depend on your application timeline.  
●​ The tasks can be completed in any order but must be submitted by the due date 

listed.  
●​ You must click on each task to see instructions for completing the task.  
●​ IMPORTANT: You CANNOT edit the task after you submitted it. If, upon review, 

the task appears incomplete or additional information is needed from you, your 
AFS program specialist will “return” the task to you/make it editable again, and 
message you through your AFS Dashboard with guidance on what is needed.  

●​ Your To Do list will also include an additional task specific for the AFS Faces of 
America scholarship program applicants.  
 

 
 
 

 
LET’S REVIEW EACH TASK ON YOUR TO DO LIST  

STEP BY STEP! 
 
 

●​ COMPLETE YOUR PROFILE  
 
This section is already partially populated with the information that you have initially 
provided about yourself and your family members. This information can be edited if 
needed before you submit this task for a review.  
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In addition, you are also asked to provide the following information/answer the 
questions:  

●​ Who lives at home with you?  
o​ You must add all members of the family that live in the same 
household with you.  

●​ Your social accounts   
o​ You are asked to share your social accounts. This field is not 
mandatory.   

●​ Your photos  
o​ You must upload 8 mandatory photos. You should upload photos of 

you with family, friends, and doing activities you enjoy. We do not 
recommend uploading photos with any filters on them or photos 
that are screenshots of an actual photo. Avoid bathroom selfies, 
bathroom mirror photos, and avoid using a selfie for your profile 
picture. We recommend that your profile photo includes only you, 
looking straight at the camera, and showing your face in full. Think 
of your school ID photo or similar! Be sure to also include captions 
with your photos and indicate where you are in each photo! 

●​ What is your religious affiliation? How strongly do you feel about 
having access to religious services of your own faith?  
●​ Describe yourself as a student. What subjects do you enjoy? Are you 
involved in school activities? What would you like to study in the future?   
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You are also asked to tell us more about your needs to match you with a host family such as:  

 

 

*Note that not all programs include a host family placement. However, this information is 
still helpful to AFS to understand your needs and interests.  

 

●​ INTRODUCE YOURSELF 
 
This section is an opportunity for AFS and your future host family (if applicable) to learn 
more about you. Be sure to put thought into these questions as this will be the first 
impression that your hosts will have of you. We recommend that you answer each 
question in 3-5 sentences. If your program does not have a host family, this information 
is still helpful for AFS to learn more about you and your interest in studying abroad. You 
will be asked to answer the questions below. Be sure to keep it positive and remember, 
the more you write the more helpful it is for AFS to get to know you.  

You are asked to answer the following questions:  

●​ What are 5 things which are unique to you that you want to share with 
your host family?   
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●​ Describe a normal day in your life and with your family. What are your 
morning activities? What is your school day like, what do you do after school 
and in the evenings? What is your role in your family?  
●​ Tell your host family what you are bringing to the experience - what are 
your hopes? What would you like to share with your family? With your school 
and community?  
●​ Tell us about the foods you like (or don't like)! Remember that food and 
meals are a very important part of every culture, so we encourage you to be 
open-minded! What are your favorite foods? Is there anything you do not like? 
Does your family often eat together? What is one dish you are looking forward 
to trying?  
●​ Tell your host family about any event(s) in your life that had an impact 
on you. Is there a challenge you had to overcome? How did you overcome it? 
Is there an amazing memory that you want to share with your host family? 
Remember to speak to how this event may have turned into something 
positive or a lesson learned.  

 
 

●​ COMPLETE ESSAY QUESTIONS  
 
You must complete five (5) essay questions, minimum of five (5) complete sentences.  
Essay Questions:  

●​ Why is studying abroad with AFS-USA important to you? Why do you 
want to go abroad?  
●​ If you would like to be considered for Scholarships and Aid, why is 
receiving a financial award important and/or necessary for you?  
●​ What do you want to learn and achieve on program (about yourself, 
your host country, the world, etc.)?  
●​ The exchange experience will push you outside of your comfort zone 
(this is where the most learning happens!) Think about and share with us 
some experiences from your past that have prepared you for getting outside 
of your comfort zone during the program. How will these experiences help 
you remain positive and adaptable during the program? What skills will you 
rely on to help immerse yourself in a new country and culture?    
●​ Why should AFS-USA accept you into this year’s class of study abroad 
participants? What do you want us to know about you that would help us to 
make our assessment of your ability to be successful on the program?  

 
You will find a document with the essay questions in this task on your application as 
shown in the photo below. Once complete, you must upload the document with the 
essays back to this section of your application. 
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●​ PARENT OR GUARDIAN STATEMENT AND FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 

FORM 
 
PARENT OR GUARDIAN STATEMENT  
You are asked to have the Parent/Guardian Statement form completed by at least one 
parent/legal guardian. This form is shared with the host family and local volunteers in 
your host country to help them learn more about you and help the hosting partner with 
finding a mutually enriching host family match (if applicable).   
  
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FORM  
Faces of America scholarship applicants do NOT need to complete the Financial 
Assistance Form. This form is used by the applicants who want to be considered for 
other types of financial aid. 
  
The Parent or Guardian Statement form is downloadable from your task. Once 
complete, you must upload the form back to this section of the application, as shown in 
the picture below.  
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●​ FACES OF AMERICA SCHOLARSHIP ESSAY  

 
As the Faces of America scholarship applicant, you are required to complete an 
additional scholarship essay by answering the question below. 
 
Why do you believe you should receive the Faces of America scholarship and 
how will studying abroad with the AFS Faces of America program impact your 
personal development? 

 
Word limit: Minimum 400- 500 max words.  

 
The scholarship essay form is downloadable from your task. Once complete, you must 
upload the form back to this section of the application.  
 

 
After completing the above-described tasks those will be reviewed by your 
AFS program specialist, who will be in touch with you if any updates and/or 
additional information is needed. Once the tasks are approved you will be 

moved to the next and final stage of your application with a few more tasks on 
your To Do list. Review those tasks carefully below. 

 

●​ ENTER YOUR HEALTH INFORMATION 

Your health and safety are our first priority! This section asks you to provide your basic 
health information as follows: 
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If you answer “Yes” to any of these questions, you will be asked to provide more details 
about your condition such as severity, frequency, treatment, medication etc.  

Make sure you answer each question accurately. 

 

●​ SUBMIT YOUR HEALTH CERTIFICATE  

In addition to the self-disclosed medical information, you also must provide an official 
overview of your medical history by completing an AFS Health Certificate Form.  

From this section of your application, you will download the AFS Health Certificate Form 
to be completed a) by your parent in the case of a 2-week Global Prep summer program 
or b) by your physician for all other summer programs.  

●​ The information provided in the health certificate form MUST match the 
information in the “Enter your health information” task. 

●​ All sections of the health certificate must be completed. Forms with blank 
sections will be returned to you. 

●​ Both types of the health certificate form require your signature and one 
parent/guardian signature. 

●​ The form completed by your physician must include the physician’s stamp and 
signature. If your program requires the physician’s input, schedule your 
appointment ASAP. This may take time.  

●​ Your immunization history MUST be transcribed on the AFS form. AFS 
cannot accept a copy of your immunization history in a different form. If your 
program requires a visit to a doctor, insist with the doctor to transcribe the 
immunizations to the AFS form. Otherwise, you and/or your parent can do it 
yourself.   
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The AFS Health Certificate Form is downloadable from your task. Once complete, you must 
upload the form (and any additional statements), back to this section of your application, 
as shown in the picture below.  

 

Click HERE to see AFS Health Certificate Form for 2-week programs. 

Click HERE to see AFS Health Certificate Form for 4-week + programs. 

 
●​ COMPLETE YOUR PASSPORT INFORMATION 

A passport is required for international travel. In this section you must fill out your 
passport information (as shown in the picture below) and upload a clear, color copy of 
your passport photo and signature page. Your passport MUST be valid for at least 6 
months after your program end date.  
 
Dual citizens should upload both passports that they have. Permanent residents in the 
U.S. must also upload their Green Card. AFS will use this information to assist you with 
a visa process, which may be required for your destination country. 

 
If you are applying for or renewing your 
passport, you should still enter your full 
legal name and gender as it will appear on 
the passport. This is extremely important 
information for our Travel Department in 
cases where the new passport is not 
available at the time of issuing an 
international flight ticket. You can leave the 
rest of the fields, such as passport number 
and passport dates, blank until you receive 
your new passport in the mail. As soon as 

you get the passport and upload it, you should also update this section with missing 
and/or changed information. See the photo below.  
 
You will be asked to enter the following passport information.  
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NBZbn5TOEmhVAObZAaURkUdrnwSi24lQ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZCZRy8WkJDb-_L6KKnXUTH4GbU-pb8cz/view?usp=sharing


 

 

 

AFS can proceed with your application processing without your new passport, but we 
need a confirmation that you have begun the process. Thus, in this case upload a 
receipt confirming you have submitted your passport application. Once you have 
received your new passport, you will contact AFS to receive access to this section of 
your application again to upload the passport copy. 
 

●​ ACADEMIC FORM  

This task is required only for the summer high school program in Argentina. 
Follow the instructions in your To Do task to have the form completed by your 
school’s staff and uploaded to your application. The form must be signed and 
stamped by a school official.  
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 ​ ​ ​        This completes your online application.  

There are a couple more steps to the finish line as described below. 

 
3.​SIGN THE AFS-USA PARTICIPATION AGREEMENT 

 
As a part of the AFS application process you and all your parents/legal guardians must 
sign the AFS-USA Participation Agreement. This document outlines terms and 
conditions of your participation in the AFS program.  
 
The Participation Agreement is not included in the To Do list of your application. An 
email with the Participation Agreement will be triggered early in the application process 
by your AFS program specialist. The email collects the e-signatures of your parents, 
and then you. Due to the signing order, it will only go to one email at a time. After it is 
e-signed by the first recipient, it is automatically sent to the next recipient’s email. It will 
be automatically submitted after it is e-signed by you and all your legal guardians. Ask 
your parents to be on a lookout for the email with the Participation Agreement.  
 
In order to send the Participation Agreement, we must have a clear understanding who 
your legal guardians are. If we do not have this understanding, we will ask you to 
complete an additional task “Custody Form” that will be added to your Dashboard.   
 
Note: *If your sponsoring organization collects a signed Participation Agreement from 
you, disregard the above process.  

 
4.​COMPLETE THE INTERVIEW WITH AFS STAFF OR 

VOLUNTEER 
 
Your program application also includes an interview with an AFS volunteer or staff. 
It can be in-person or over the camera. One of your parents/legal guardians must be 
present. Throughout the application process, an assigned volunteer/staff will be 
reaching out to you to set up the interview.  
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You have now completed your AFS Faces of America study abroad scholarship 
application! 

What comes next? 
 

 
●​ APPLICATION REVIEW:  

o​ Your AFS program specialist will be reviewing your application tasks as 
you submit them. If the task appears incomplete or they need additional 
information from you, they will “return” the task to you/make it editable 
again, and message you through your AFS Dashboard with guidance on 
what is needed.  

●​ SELECTION PROCESS: 
o​ If through the review process, the AFS host partner has additional 

questions for you, we will let you know.  
o​ When the AFS partner accepts your application, we will notify you via 

email. This process may take several weeks after the application deadline.  
●​ HOST FAMILY: 

o​  If your program has a host family component, the AFS host partner will 
work on identifying a mutually enriching placement for you based on your 
and potential host family preference. Once the host family is identified, the 
host family information will be sent to you via email. It will also be available 
on your AFS Dashboard. 

●​ PROGRAM PREPARATION: 
o​ Prior to your departure, you will be invited to mandatory program 

orientations to better prepare for your program experience. In addition to 
the online program preparation webinar, you may be invited to participate 
in an in-person orientation locally, if there is one being offered by your 
local volunteer team.  

o​ At different points in time, you will be also receiving written information to 
help you with preparation for your program such as a Welcome Handbook. 
This information will also be available in the resource section.  

●​ TRAVEL:  
o​ In 1-2 months preceding the departure, AFS Travel Department will book 

your international flight ticket. The international travel itinerary and 
relevant travel information will be sent to you via email and available in the 
resource section on your AFS Dashboard.  

o​ Your local nominating organization will work with you and your family on 
arranging domestic travel to your international departure gateway/airport. 

o​ You will be invited to participate in travel preparation webinars that will 
help you prepare for traveling to your host country.  

APPLICATION TIPS & TRICKS  
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●​ Be sure to click Save & Continue where prompted before leaving a page. 
●​ Follow our photo recommendations. 
●​ Write complete sentences and pay attention to captioning and punctuation.  
●​ Answer each essay question with at least one full paragraph.  
●​ You can always save your work and return to it later. 
●​ Make sure your scans/photos of the documents are clear and legible. 
●​ You can message your program specialist through your AFS Dashboard with any 

questions.  

 
Thank you for reviewing the application guide.   

Good luck with your application! 
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